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			Collection Description

			The Donovan Nuremberg Trials Collection consists of nearly 150 bound volumes of Nuremberg trial transcripts and documents from the personal archives of General William J. Donovan (1883-1959). The Donovan papers contain both original statements from the defendants in German and typed translations in English prepared by the Allies.

			The Donovan Archive is a voluminous collection of material related to the first Nuremberg Trials of 1945-1946 and comprises investigative, procedural, and legal documents. The documents assume various formats, ranging from mimeographs, photostats, and carbon copies to photographs, maps, typescripts, and original manuscripts. While many of the documents are copies that can be found elsewhere, there are a significant number that are unique to Cornell's holdings and that represent an important part of the history of the Nuremberg process. See The Legacy of Nuremberg: Sustaining Human Rights (PDF) (Daniel Smith's article on the Korn family donation of the Donovan Papers, Cornell Law Forum, March 1999) for further information.

			The collection also includes Donovan's personal set of the 42-volume official text in English of the Nuremberg trials, published by the secretariat of the International Military Tribunal in Nuremberg. Additionally, the staff of the U.S. chief of counsel, Supreme Court justice Robert H. Jackson, screened over 100,000 captured documents, and around 4,000 were translated and used as evidence. Some of these documents bear Donovan's personal annotations and many are marked "Top Secret." The material includes transcripts in German and English as well as background memoranda and evidentiary analysis of the defendants.

			A comprehensive inventory (PDF) of the collection is available via the Internet Archive.

			Collection Donors

			The Donovan Nuremberg collection was donated to Cornell Law Library in 1998 by Henry Korn, B.A. 1968, and his wife, Ellen Schaum Korn, B.S. 1968. It is with deep appreciation that the Cornell Law Library recognizes the Korns for their longstanding friendship with Cornell Law School.

			The extensive digitization of the Donovan Collection was made possible through the kind generosity of the Nathaniel Lapkin Foundation.

			History of the Collection

			The Nuremberg tribunals were established at the conclusion of World War II to mete out justice to the principal perpetrators of the Holocaust. The International Military Tribunal addressed four counts: (1) the common plan or conspiracy, (2) crimes against peace, (3) war crimes (including genocide), and (4) crimes against humanity.

			Donovan played an important part in the International Military Tribunal proceedings in his role as special assistant to the U.S. chief of counsel, Supreme Court justice Robert H. Jackson. A graduate of Columbia Law School, Donovan earned the Congressional Medal of Honor during World War I. Most importantly, however, he was the founding director of the Office of Strategic Services (OSS) - the precursor of the Central Intelligence Agency - and offered valuable intelligence to Jackson as the Allies gathered evidence to construct their case against the German war criminals.

			When Donovan left Germany, he took the documents, had them bound in blue leather, and installed them in his Manhattan law office, later called Donovan, Leisure, Newton & Irvine. The collection remained there long after Donovan died in 1959. When the firm closed in 1998, its partners sought a new home for the volumes.

			One young associate, Jonathan Rauchway (Cornell 1993), a former summer associate of Henry Korn (B.A. 1968), informed Korn about the availability of Donovan's papers. Henry Korn has been a longstanding friend of Cornell Law School, establishing the Henry Korn Lecture Series in Art, Ethics, and Commerce in the Contemporary Practice of Law, through a gift from the Nathaniel Lapkin Foundation, a client of Henry Korn.

			Thus, Henry Korn and his wife, Ellen Schaum Korn (B.S. 1968), acquired the Donovan collection and generously donated it to the Cornell Law Library, enhancing its international human rights holdings.
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